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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OP  ST.  THOMS 


Tel.  No.  54254/5/6 


Public  Health  Department 
31,  Southernhay  East, 
EXETER. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  I968. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  live  births  registered  was  459 » 
which  represents  a  standardised  live  birth  rate  of  I5.8  compared  with 
16.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

A  total  of  510  deaths  were  registered  and  this  represents  a 
standardised  death  rate  of  10.4 >  which  is  lower  than  that  for  the 
coimtry  as  a  whole,  11. 9. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  of  I3.6  is 
much  below  that  for  the  country,  18.0. 

There  waS  a  considerable  drop  in  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases,  (83),  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  (305)  an^i  the 
incidence  is  below  ths^t  for  any  other  year  since  1949* 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Council 
and  the  staff  for  the  interest  and  co-operation  which  they  have  shown 
during  the  year  under  review. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  Obedient  Servant 


L.G.  ANDERSON 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30130347 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AEEA. 
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Area  in  acres  114,603 

Resident  Population  Mid-Year  1968 

(as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  30,510 

Rateable  Hereditaments  in  the  District 

(as  at  1st  April,  I968)  9,96? 

Domestic  Dwellings  only  8,868 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  I968  £899,855 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  ;  I968/69  £3,746.12,9. 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(a)  Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

1 

Total  1 

Legitimate 

215 

189 

404 

Illegitimate 

IS 

17 

35 

TOTAL 

233 

206 

_ 

439 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  14 *5 

Standardised  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  I5.8 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population 

England  &  Wales  16,9 


(b)  Still  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

4 

6 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

2 

4 

6 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  a.nd  still  births  14*7 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

England  and  Wales  14 . 

(c)  Deaths 

Males  Females  Total 

238  272  510 


Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  pop\ilation  l6,8 

Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  10. 4 

Death  rate  per  1,000  civilian  population  England  and 

Wales  11.9 

Death  from  maternal  causes  Nil 


J 


I 
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(d)  Infant  Mortality 

(deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

i  Total 

_ 

3 

3 

6 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  15.6 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

England  &  Wales  18. 


LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  (Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population) 

Luring  19^8,  253  male  and  206  female  (total  439)  babies  were  bom. 
Compared  with  the  previous  year  the  total  births  show  an  increase  of  33. 

The  standardfeed  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  was  I5.8,  which 
was  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  (16,9), 

The  total  number  of  live  births  registered  in  England  and  Wales 
during  I968  was  822,000,  which  was  10,000  less  than  the  total  for  196?  and 
represented  a  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  popiilation  of  I6.9. 

The  live  birth  rates  for  St,  Thomas  R.L.  and  England  and  Wales 
during  the  last  10  years  were  as  follows 


1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1 

1964' 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

St,  Thomas 

R.L. 

15.0 

15.7 

15.7 

15.7 

15.3 

15.7 

16.8 

13.9 

15.5 

14.5 

Standardised 

18.0 

18.8 

17.5 

18,1 

17.1 

17.6 

18.8 

16.4 

15.0 

15.8 

England  and 
Wales 

_ 

16.5 

17.1 

17.4 

18.0 

18.2 

18.4 

18.0 

17.7 

! 

17.2 

16.9 

4.  ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTH  RATE  (Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Of  the  459  children  bom  dtiring  I968,  55  were  illegitimate,  i,e, 
2  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 
was  79.7, 

The  illegitimate  birth  rates  during  the  last  10  years  were  as 

follows 


1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1965 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

St.  Thomas 

43.1 

36.8 

55.3 

63.6 

49.8 

35.6 

72.2 

97.0 

91.1 

79.7 

1 

£ 


ll 
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5»  STILL  BIRTHS  (Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births). 

The  number  of  still  births  which  occurred  during  1968,  via.  6 
was  the  same  as  the  previous  year,  and  the  still  birth  rate  of  14.7 
was  slightly  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wale©  as  a  whole  (l4). 

The  table  shows  the  still  birth  rate  for  the  last  10  years 


- ! - 

1959  1  i960 

1961  :  1962  1  1965 

1964  1965 

1966  j  1967 

1 

1968 

St .  Thomas 

j 

15.5  1  18.0 

i 

i 

16.3  ■  19.4 ;  14.2 

1  j 

15.3  1  13.8 

1 

13.3  1  14.7 

1 

1 

14.7  1 

1 

England  and 
Wales 

[ 

20.7  1  19.7 

1 

t 

; 

^  !  1 

18.7  i  18.1  1  17.3 

1 

i 

16.5  i  15.7 

1 

i 

15.3  1  14.8 

i 

1 — 1 

6.  DEATHS 


(a)  During  the  year  I968,  5IO  persons  normally  resident  in  the  Rural 
District  died  (258  males  and  2']2  females)  which  represents  a  corrected 
death  rate  of  I6.8  but  when  allowances  for  age  and  sex  distribution 
have  been  made  represents  a  "standardised”  death  rate  of  10,4.  This 
rate  is  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  (ll,9). 

The  following  table  shows  the  corrected  and  standardised  death  rates 
for  the  St.  Thomas  R.D.,  for  the  last  10  years  as  compared  with  the 
death  rates  for  England  &  Wales  t- 


1959 

!  ' 

1960!  1961  1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Corrected 

13.1 

13.9 

13. ij  13.1 

1 

14.0 

13.2 

13.2 

13.4 

13.6 

16.8  j 

Standardised 

9.8 

_ 

10.8 

10,7!  9^7 

j 

10.8 

10.2 

9.4 

8.8 

8.8 

10.4  i 

1 

England  and  !  n  ^ 
Wales  1 

J 

i 

11. 5l  12. Oj  11.9 

i 

^ ^ 

12.2 

11.3 

11.5 

11.7 

11.2 

i 

11.9 

_ i 

(b)  Age  at  Death 

The  average  age  at  death  during  I968  was  73*6  and  the  table  shows  the 
average  age  at  death  diiring  the  last  10  years:- 


1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

— 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Males 

68.7 

67.9 

66,8 

66,4 

67.1 

68.2 

69.9 

71.6 

69.6 

70.7 

Females 

72.9 

71.4 

74.1 

73.2 

73.9 

74.4 

73.0 

75.3 

77.8 

76.1 

Both  Sexes 

i 

70.9 

69.7 

70.5 

69,8 

70.6 

71.2 

71.2 

73.5 

72.1 

73.6 

England  M 

67*9 

68.0 

68.2 

68.1 

68.0 

68.8 

68.9 

- 

1 

&  Wales  F 

i 

73.5 

73.7 

_ 

73.9 

74.0 

73.9 

_ 

74.5 

74.7 

_ 

_ i 

r 
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g  qJ  D©cith  "  Th©  follov/ing  tsblG  shows  th©  c©.us©s  of  d.©cith  (d3.tcA  from  Rogistrsr  G©n©rQ.l) 
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(c)  Causes  of  Death  (Contd) 
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(c)  Causes  of  Death  (Contd) 


♦  . 
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(c)  Causes  of  Death  (Contd) 


I 


{ 
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7.  INFMT  MORTALITY 


Six  infants,  three  males  and  3  females  under  the  age  of  one  year 
died  during  I968.  This  represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  I3.6 
which  is  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  (I8).  The  causes  of 


death 

of  these  infants  were 

as  follows;- 

Male 

45  minutes 

la  Hydrocephalo  and  achondroplasia 

II  Prematurity 

I-Iale 

16  hours 

la  Prematurity 

Male 

3  weeks 

la  Meningomyelococle 

b  Spina  bifida 

Female 

12  hours 

la  Prematurity 

Female 

1  day 

la  Cerebral  haemorrhage 

b  Cerebral  anoxia 

c  Respiratory  distress  syndrome 

II  Prematurity  (28  weeks  gestation) 

Female 

5  months 

la  Acute  gastro  enteritis 

CMCER 

The 

number  of  deaths  from 

cancer  increased  from  65  in  I967  to  " 

in  1968.  In  relation  to  the  total  numher  of  deaths  the  rate  per 
cent  decreased  slightly  from  15.9  I967  to  I4.I  in  I968. 

The  parts  of  the  body  affected  are  given  in  the  table  below:- 


i 

Blales 

Females 

Total  ! 

1  Stomach 

5 

5 

10 

1  Lung  and  Bronchus 

18 

5 

23 

j  Breast 

1 

6 

7 

!  Uterus 

- 

4 

A 

' 

All  other  sites 

15 

13 

28 

TOTAL 

59 

55 

! 

72 

The  incidence  of  death  from  cancer  during  the  last  10  years  is 
as  follows;- 


1959  !  i960 

L 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966  i  1967 

1968  i 
1 

1 

[  Males 

58 

39 

37 

41 

41 

49 

> 

37 

38 

39 

j  Females 

1 

43 

47 

28 

. 

31 

39 

36 

39 

29 

27 

35 

! 

,  Rate  per 
:  1,000 
,  Resident 
j  Population 

1 

1 

2.37  i  2.48 
! 

i 

1.83 

2.00 

2.50 

2.20 

2.40 

i 

! 

j 

2.05  '  2.11 
' 

1 

i 

i 

CO 

■  ^ 

L  0: 

9.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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During  19^8,  85  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  (excluding 
Tuberculosis)  were  notified,  which  is  222  less  than  in  the  previous 
year. 

(a)  Measles . 


There  were  57  cases  of  measles  during  the  year,  compared  with 
280  in  1967. 

The  seasonal  incidence  of  measles  in  the  St.  Thomas  Rural 
District  and  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  was  as  follows ;- 


JAN 

FEB 

MAR  ' 

APR  MAY 

JUNE 

JULY  AUG  SEPT 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

( 

St.  Thomas 

14 

4 

8 

9  6 

4 

4  5 

3 

1 

1 

Total 

26 

19 

7 

5 

England  and 
Wales 

,017 

85,654 

_ 

76,  814 

(b)  Whooping  Cough 

Dinging  I968,  9  cases  of  V/hooping  Cough  were  notified,  as 
compared  with  2  in  1967* 

(c)  S&ajflet  Fever 


6  cases  occiirred  during  I968.  The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type. 

(d)  Poliomyelitis 

Again,  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 

(e)  Diphtheria 

For  the  18th  consecutive  year,  there  have  been  no  cases  of 
diphtheria  notified.  _ 

(f)  Tabular  Statements  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  incidence  duxing  1988  of  the  various  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  is  tabulated  hereunder;- 


! - 

i  Disease  i 

Cases 

Notified 

Institutional 

Cases  included 
in  Col .  2 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Measles 

57 

- 

Whooping  Coiigh 

9 

- 

- 

1  Scarlet  Fever 

6 

- 

1 

1  Acute  Meningitis 

1 

1 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

- 

- 

Infective  Jaundice 

2 

"" 

Pneumonia 

(influenzal  8c  Acute) 

\ 

\ 

\  1 

1 

Dysentery 

1  5 

“ 

TOTAL 

CO 

- 

i 
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Table  showing  the  age  distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


1  '  Under 

•  ' 

^  i 

1- 

2- 

3- 

1 

I 

1 

1 

4- 

10- 

,  15-  ' 

1 

1 

25-  ! 

1 

I 

! 

! 

35- 

45- 

65- 

'  Age 
{  not 
known 

1 

) 

TOTilj 

< 

: 

,  ! 

Measles  ! 

1 - L 

3 

5 

7 

10 

n 

19  i 

3 

-  i 

_  1 

i 

- 

1 - 

i  ^ 

1 

57 

■  i 

;  Whooping  ' 

j  Cough 

1_ 1 

_ 

* 

5 

1 

1 

I 

i 

1 

’  i 

•  i 

1 

1 

-  1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1  ^ 

i 

'  Scarlet  ■ 

•  Fever  J 

j  .  .  ,  t 

I 

- 

1 

1 

'1 

1 

4 

1 

'  i 

_  i 

i 

1 - 

1 

1  - 

i 

6  i 

1 

i  Acute  1 

!  Meningitis  i 

1 

1 

_ 

>  1  ' 

-  ;  -  -  -  !  “ 

! 

j 

i 

- 

1  ^ - 1 

!  i  '  ' 

^  I  i  i 

■  -n  j  t  1 

1  !  1 

1  Poisoning  ;  “  1  “  i 

1 

. 

1 

U  i  ^ 

,  j  ■ 

i 

' 

2 

1 

j 

1 

'  Infective  j 

■  Jaundice  ! 

! 

1 

1 

i 

! 

2 

- 

- 1 

- 

_ 

T 

1 

\ 

1 

i 

2 

[  ! 

!  Pneumonia  ! 

i  (influenzal  ; 

1  &  Acute)  . 

1_ 1 

■ 

' 

i 

1 

j 

_ _ 1 

! 

• 

'  ■  j 

■ 

^ ^ 

1 

1 

t 

J 

1 . 

^  i 

i  ! 

!  1 

[  Dysentery 

1 

j 

1 

1  i 

1 

1 

1 

i' 

1 

i 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

i  - 

\ 

' 

! 

,  TOTAL 

i  ■  ■  — 

4 

5  i 

1 

13  i 

1 

13 

12; 

J 

27 

5 

,  ■  1  II. 1 

J 

J  " 

1 

_ 

2 

1 

i. ,  .. 

i 

1  _ 

i  83 

; 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  (numbers  notified)  of  various 
infectious  diseases  diiring  the  last  10  years. 


i 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962  i 

a^ 

t — ! 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1  Measles 

180 

’  539 

291 

159  1 

686 

200 

336 

215 

• 

280 

57 

j  Whooping  Cough 

19 

'  28 

51 

12  ! 

11 

5 

8 

12  1 

\ 

2 

9 

1  Scarlet  Fever 

j 

39 

38 

7 

7 

. 

22 

6 

10 

I5I 

' 

9 

j  I)ysente2:y 

1 

44 

15 

28  ; 

1 

69 

38 

6 

j 

1 

5 

5  i 

Pneumonia 

28 

12 

18 

7  ; 

15 

8 

7  1 

J 

5 

1  i 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

(  “ 

1  : 

3 

3 

-  1 

\ 

1 

Eiysipelas 

1 

'  2 

- 

2  ’ 

1 

1 

- 

^1 

1 

1 

:  Food  Poisoning 

4 

8 

7 

4 

2 

1 

" 

7  I 

1 

2  1 
! 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2! 

1 

i 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

j 

, 

"" 

- 

- 

_ 

_  1 

i 

- 

- 

Gastro-Enteritis 

'  1 

\ 

i  5 

2 

- 

- 

_  1 

Malaria 

- 

j 

j 

- 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

j  Para- typhoid 

1  Fever 

1 

'  ^ 

! 

i 

2 

- 

1 

— 

1 

- 

( 

I 

"  i 

i  Typhoid  Fever. 

1 

♦ 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

j 

j  Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

! 

1 

Acute  Meningitis 

j 

- 

i 

- 

‘ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Infective  Jaundice 

1 

- 

1 

- 

J 

■ 

- -  -  - 

- 

2 

i - 

i  TOTAL 

'  275 

'  673 
\ 

399 

222 

.  8O7 

265 

364 

257 

305 

83 

1 
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10.  TUBERCULOSIS 

During  I968,  5  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified, 

(1  male  and  2  female),  Tv/o  of  these  cases  were  clinically 
tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  and  the  remaining  1  tuberculosis  of  an¬ 
other  part,  of  the  body. 


The  age  distribution  of  new  cases,  localisation  of  the 
disease  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  I968  were  as  follows ;- 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non-Respirato2?y 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratorv 

^ ' 

H  F 

M  P 

M  P 

M  P 

1  Under  4  weeks 

j  4  weeks  and 

1  under  1  year 

1 

5+ 

15+ 

25+ 

35+ 

45+ 

55+ 

65+ 

75+ 

Age  Unknown 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

" 

" 

1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1  1  1  1  1  1  1  M  1  1  1  1 

— 

-  - 

1  - 

1 

i 

j 

_ 

1 

j 

I 

j 

i 

-  - 

'\ 

TOTAL  ALL  AGES 

1 

1  1 

_ 

1 

h_ J 

} 

1  - 

-  -  1 

TOTAL 

5  ‘ 

1 

The  incidence  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1959/1968  is  given 
in  the  following  table;- 


1 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1 

1963 

1964  ' 

1 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1 1968 

1 

1 

M 

14 

no 

. 

9 

9 

0 

I — 1 

1 

1 

5  ; 

6 

7 

3 

!  1 

j  Pulmonary  ^ 
i  /  ! 

i  ;  » 

j  J 

6 

8 

2 

8 

7 

1 

3  1 

5 

- 

1  ^ 

( 

i   - ^ 

1  r 

i  Non-  PI 

3 

1 

! 

2 

1 

i 

! 

i 

J 

2  1 

1 

1 

- 

I 

1 

( 

I  Pulmonary  < 
i  '1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

5 

i 

5  ' 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1  1 

1 

1 

TOTAL  !  ' 

26 

1 - 

i  22 

1 

14 

20 

' 

22  : 

12  : 

t  '  ■ 

10 

4 

\ 

I  5 

/ 
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11.  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT 


The  health  services  provided  in  the  district  are  briefly 
set  out  below s- 

HOSPITALS 

I.  General  The  district  is  well  served  by  the  following  hospitals 

i)  Royal  Devon  &  Exeter  Hospital,  Southernhay  East,  Exeter. 

Tel.  No.  59261  -  302  beds. 

(Also  for  complicated  or  difficult  maternity  cases). 

ii j  Redhills  Hospital,  St.  Thomas,  Exeter. 

Tel.  No.  76481  137  beds. 

iii)  Exeter  City  Hospital,  Heavitree  Road,  Exeter. 

Tel,  No.  77351  '•  257  beds  (49  of  these  for  maternity). 

iv)  Princess  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Buckerell  Bore,  Exeter, 

Tel.  No,  54217  -  111  beds. 

v)  West  of  England  Eye  Infirmar^^,  Ilagdalen  Street,  Exeter. 

Tel,  No.  73I83  -  62  beds  (2  private,  2  isolation). 

vi)  Exmouth  Hospital,  Claremont  Grove,  Exmouth. 

Tel,  No.  4381  -  45  beds. 

The  plastic  surgery  clinic  for  Devon  is  held  at  the  Royal  Devon  and 
Exeter  Hospital  on  the  second  Thursday  in  every  month  from  9* 30  a.m.  to 
1,0  p.m.  Mr,  Pitz~Gibbon  and  fir,  Bodenham  of  the  S.W,  Regional  Hospital 
Board  attend. 


2.  Isolation 


Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Whipton,  Exeter,  Tel,  No.  671589  as  in  previous  years. 


3.  Smallpox 

Cases  of  smallpox  or  suspected  smallpox  will  be  admitted 
to  the  smallpox  Isolation  Hospital  at  Liskeard.  Consultants  who  may  be 
called  upon  to  assist  in  the  diagnosis  of  smallpox  are  as  follows 

(a)  East  Devon  Dr.  E.J.G.  Wallace,  Health  Centre,  Westham  Road, 

Weymouth,  Dorset.  Tel,  No,  Weymouth  1645 • 

Home  -  Tel.  No.  1515* 

(b)  ComwaHl  and  Devon  to  the  River  Exe, 

Dr,  W.H,  St.  John- Brooke,  West  Cornwall  Hospital, 
Penzance.  Tel.  No.  2382. 


k- ,  Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  and  serological  examinations  are  carried  out 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Exeter,  their  address  being  Church  Lane, 
Heavitree,  Exeter.  Tel.  No.  77833 »  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  B.  Moore, 
whose  ready  co-operation  and  help  I  wish  to  acknowledge. 


'V  . 


/ 


/ 
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5. 


Venereal  Diseases. 


Under  the  present  scheme,  free  advice  and  treatment  is  available 
to  all  persons  at  the  following  centre. 


Exeter 

Royal  Devon  &  Exeter 
Hospital. 


Males 

Hon.  7  -  8.  0  p.m. 
Pri.  2-5.  0p.m. 


Females 

Mon.  6  -  7*  0  p.m. 
Erl.  5  -  4.  0  p.m. 


6 1  Care  of  Mothers  and  Yonng:  Children 

Under  the  Devon  County  Council  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Scheme  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  held  during  the  year  at  Broadclyst, 
Stoke  Canon  and  Clyst  St.  Mary. 

During  I968  the  following  attendances  were  mades- 


BROADCLYST 


No.  of  sessions 

No.  attending  for 

•  •  • 

the 

23 

first  time 

Total  Attendances 

0-1  ... 

53 

0-1 

..  159 

1-2  ... 

9 

1-2 

..  83 

2-5  ... 

16 

2  -  5 

..  77 

STOKE  CANON 

No.  of  sessions 

No .  attending  for 

e  «> 

the 

21 

first  time 

Total  Attendances 

0-1  ... 

18 

0-1 

..  103 

1-2  ... 

3 

1-2 

20 

2-5  ... 

2 

2  -  5 

9 

CLYST  ST.  MARY 

No.  of  sessions 

No,  attending  for 

•  • 

the 

23 

first  time 

Total 

Attendances 

0-1  ... 

23 

0  - 

1  ..  159 

1-2  ... 

1 

1  - 

2  ..  48 

2-5  ... 

2 

2  - 

5  . .  66 

REPORT 


OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 
1968 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


The  niimber  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  is  five  and  all  are 
in  regular  use.  The  general  standard  is  satisfactory  but  it  was 
necessary  to  v/rite  to  one  occupier  regarding  infringements  of  the 
Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1958,  but  the  necessary  work 
was  carried  out  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

From  the  1st  November  the  use  of  wiping  cloths  was  prohibited 
and  all  the  slaughterhouses  installed  a  water  spray  gvin.  Although 
considerable  objection  was  raised  initially,  the  slaughtermen  have 
nov/  accepted  this  method  of  cleaning  carcases  although  difficulty  is 
experienced  in  adequately  cleaning  some  sheep, 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

No  special  difficulties  were  encountered  during  the  year  and 
100%  inspection  of  all  animals  was  carried  out.  The  number  slaughtered 
(Table  A)  shows  an  increase  of  I382.  The  amount  received  in  fees  was 
^1,992. 4. 3»  an  increase  of  £78.13«9d. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  foimd  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  4-3  tons.  lOcwts.  Iqr.  71Us, 

There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  parasitic  conditions 
generally,  particularly  the  fluke  in  the  liver  of  cattle  and  sheep,  and 
has  resulted  in  considerable  financial  loss  to  butchers*  It  is  felt 
that  much  more  attention  is  needed  at  the  farm  to  eradicate  these 
parasites  and  that  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food  should 
take  greater  interest. 

There  was  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pigs,  particularly 
from  certain  large  pig  keepers,  which  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
virus  pneumonia  and  it  would  appear  that  this  also  requires  investigation. 
We  had  an  interesting  case  of  a  sheep  with  a  text  book  lesions 

of  caseous  lymphadenitis.  The  node  v/as  sent  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  Fisheries  &  Food  and  their  pathologist  reported  as  follows 
"This  is  a  lesion  of  chronic  lymphadenitis  similar  to  caseous 
lymphadenitis  but  since  this  is  reported  not  to  occur  in  this  country 
the  causative  organism  is  probably  different  from  that  of  Corynebacterivmi 


^  I 


‘  K 


-  .i, 

*■*. 


1 


.  :^r 


-  22. 


• 


■‘V 


t 
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ovis" . 

Two  cattle  were  found  to  be  affected  with  Tuberculosis  and 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  8c  Food  were  notified  of  the 
owners  to  enable  then  to  examine  the  herd.  The  percentage  of  pigs 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  (mainly  in  the  head)  again  shows  a  decrease 
(Table  B) . 

Nine  cattle  were  found  to  be  infested  with  Cysticercus  Bovis 
and  were  sent  for  refrigeration.  A  further  70  cattle  had  a  degenerative 
Cyst. 

TABLE  A. 


Number  Killed 

Heifers 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  8c 

Pigs 

! 

Total  1 

I 

I 

8c  Steers 

Lambs 

1 

1 

!  Total  No. 

Killed  -  1968 

3048 

2466 

209 

12110 

19692 

39525 

1967 

t 

4747 

2640 

376 

13148 

17232 

38143  f 

. 

i 

- 1 

TABLE  B  -  Percentage  of  animals  infected  with  Tuberculosis  since  1963*- 


■ 

1 

1  1963 

I 

j  1964 

i 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Heifers  8c  Steers 

\ 

i  0.21 

1 

1 

!  0.06 

0.08 

0.03 

Nil 

0.02 

Cows 

1  0.23 

i  0.17 

0.103 

0.03 

Nil 

0.04 

Calves 

!  Nil 

1  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

Pigs. 

!  3.6 

i 

5.3 

! 

3.5 

_ 

2.93 

_ 

2.15 

1.57  I 

T/iBLE  C  =  Causes  for  condemnation  of  whole  cai  cases: 


I 

!  Disease 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs. 

I  Bruising,  (extensive) 

1 

_ 

I  Emaciation,  path. 

- 

- 

3 

i  Jaundice 

- 

- 

1 

- 

I  Mastitis  (Acute  Septic) 

- 

- 

1 

j  Metritis  (Acute  Septic) 

- 

- 

3 

;  Oederaia,  generalised 

1 

- 

6 

'Peritonitis  (acute,  diffuse,  septic 

- 

- 

2 

1 

:  Pleurisy  (acute,  diffuse,  sep.) 

- 

- 

1 

I  Pneumonia  (acute  septic) 

3 

' 

j  Pyaemia  (including  joint-ill) 

- 

1 

■3 

1 

I  Fevered 

- 

1 

4 

1 

I  Septicaemia 

- 

2 

2 

3 

:  Toxaemia 

1 

I 

_ 

l 

i  TOTAL 

1 

;  3 

7 

26 

11 
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table  D  -  Details  of  animals  condemned  and  destroyed: - 


1 

!  All  diseases  except 

1  Tuberculosis; 

Heifers 
&  Steers 

Cows 

Calves 

I 

Sheep 

8c  Lambs 

T..  1 

Pigs  1 

i 

1 

t 

j  V/hole  carcases  condemned, 
1 

- 

3 

7 

26 

11 

i  Carcase  of  which  some 

1  part  or  organ  was 

1  condemned 

' 

3399 

2087 

13 

4419 

11,398  j 

'  Percentage  of  the 
number  affected  with 

1 

1  diseases  other  than 

I  Tuberculosis 

i 

1 

67.33% 

84 . 64% 

6.22% 

36.49% 

37.88%  j 

1 

1 

1 

j 

1  Tuberculosis  only: 

! 

j  Whole  carcases 
j  condemned 

L, 

1 

1 

i-  i 

j  Carcases  of  which 

1  some  part  or  organ 
i  was  condemned. 

1 

1 

I 

1 

\ 

1 

309 

!  Percentage  of  the  number 
:  affected  with 
'  tuberculosis. 

i 

0.02% 

0.04% 

I 

1,  ■  ■  

i 

‘  1.57%  I 

i  ! 

I  ; 

3.  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS  CONDBiNED 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  other  foodstuffs  condemned: - 


Foodstuffs  condemned 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

! 

Ozs.  j 

Tinned  food 

: 

19 

2 

14 

“■'I 

i 

12  ; 

I 

I  Bacon 

1 

24 

TOTAL: 

2Q 

3 

10 

— 

12  i 

4.  FOOD  COMPLAINTS  -  Foreign  Bodies. 


Three  complaints  were  received  and  on  investigation  none  warranted 
legal  proceedings. 

5.  POULTRY  INSPECTION 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  asked  for  the  follov/ing  information: 

i)  Nmiber  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district  -  NIL 


ii)  Nui'iber  of  visits  to  these  premises . -  NIL 

iii)  Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  .  -  NIL 
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iv)  Types  of  birds  processed . .  nil 

v)  Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for 

human  consumption  .  . -  NIL 

vi)  V/eight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for 

human  consumption  ......  .  -  NIL 


vii)  Comments  on  poultry  processing  and  inspection.  -  NIL 

A  number  of  butchers  kill  a  few  chicken  for  sale  on  their 
own  premises. 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  sale  of  unsatisfactory 
poultry  during  the  year. 

There  are  a  number  of  premises  rearing  broilers  but  these  are 
sold  to  processing  plants  where  they  are  killed  and  processed, 

6.  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  food  premises  and  the 
visits  made:- 


1 

: 

No.  in 
District 

! 

No.  of 
inspections 
made  I968 

Grocers,  greengrocers  &  general  stores 

90 

43 

Bakehouses. 

5 

18 

Butchers'  shops 

18 

35 

Canteens  (School  and  Works) 

11 

13 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Hotels. 

64 

4l 

Public  Houses 

66 

15 

Food  preparation  rooms 

24 

24 

Confectioners  &  Bakers 

22 

8  ! 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

1 

«  i 

Ice  cream 

t 

107 

! 

1  1 
: L 

39  i 

1 

1 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  asked  Local  Authorities  to  include 
the  following  information  in  their  reports 

1)  Number  of  Premises 

2)  Number  of  Premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16 

3)  Number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies. 

4)  The  number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19. 

The  niimber  of  premises  in  the  district  are  given  in  the  above 
table.  All  food  premises  in  the  district  are  fitted  with  washing 
facilities  to  comply  with  Regulation  l6  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations  I96O  and  those  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  are 
provided  v/ith  sinks  and  a  hot  and  cold  water  supply. 


i 


iiU^ 


f 
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It  was  necessary  to  draw  the  occupiers'  attention  in  writing 
to  various  defects  and  9  letters  were  sent  during  the  year  to  the 
following: - 


General  Stores  -  1 
Hotels  Sc  Inns  -  2 
Restaurants  -  4 
Ice-crean  -  1 
Butchers  shop  -  1 


Improvements  carried  out:- 


i 

j Premises 

I 

I 

Total 

Washing  facilities 

Ice-cream 

I 

premises  I  1 

1 

General  repairs 

Cafe 

!  ' 

Redecoration  &  General 

Butchers 

2 

Cleansing: 

Hotel 

I  1 

Grocers 

I  ' 

Improved  lifting  and 

But chers 

!  1 

I 

ventilation. 

Hotels 

I  ^ 

I 

2 

Cupboards  for  clothes: 

Hotels 

I 

i  1 

I 

j 

i _ 

1 

7.  MOBILE  SHOPS  AND  DELIVERY  VEHICLES. 

Twenty-four  inspections  were  made  of  these  vehicles  under  the 
Food  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regs.  I966,  Several 
did  not  have  their  name  and  address  on  the  vehicle  and  one  van  delivering 
uncovered  meat  from  an  adjoining  district  did  not  have  washing  facilities 
etc.  The  Public  Health  Inspector  of  this  district  was  informed  for  the 
necessary  action  to  be  taken. 

8.  ICE-CREAI-i 

During  the  yeqr  4  new  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice-cream  bringing  the  total  to  114.  Seven  samples  were  taken  and  the 
results  were  as  follows:- 


j 

t 

( 

I 

I-. 

Grade 

1 

1 

i 

J 

I 

II  III 

1 

IV 

Ice-cream  samples 

I.  ■■■,  ■ 

I 

1 

1 

! 

5 

2 

- 
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9.  LIQUID  EGG  (pasteurisation)  REGULATIONS  1965. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  asked  for  particulars  of  the 
administration  of  these  Regulations  but  there  are  no  premises  in  the 


the  district. 

10.  MILK  AIJD  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS. 

Number  of  Milk  Distributors . 29 

Nuriber  of  producer/retailers . 33 

Nui.iber  of  inspections  made  ........  15 

Milk  Supplies  -  Brucella  Abortus. 


The  Ministry  have  asked  for  the  following  information: - 

i)  Niomber  of  samples  of  raw  milk  examined  ....10 

ii)  Number  of  positive  seunples  found  ..........  1 

iii)  Action  talen  in  respect  of  positive 

samples  . . .  Ceased  retailing 

milk  and  all  sent 
to  factory  where 
pasteurised. 

The  Devon  County  Council  as  the  Food  &  Drugs  authority  take 
regular  samples  from  producers  and  pay  particular  attention  to  producer- 
retailers  and  at  the  same  time  samples  are  submitted  to  ascertain  if  the 
milk  is  infected  with  Brucella  Abortus. 

The  Devon  County  Council  are  not  able  to  state  the  number  taken 
in  this  district  but  sent  the  department  the  results  of  six  of  the 
samples  shown  above  and  the  other  3  were  taken  by  this  department. 

Cn  investigating  the  positive  sample  of  milk,  the  farmer  who 
retailed  to  only  3  customers  adiaitted  that  about  50  cows  in  his  herd  of 
9C  had  aborted  and  that  his  Veterinary  Surgeon  was  aware  of  the  position. 
He  ceased  retailing  and  all  his  milk  was  sent  to  a  factory  where  it  was 
pasteurised, 

A  General  Practitioner  informed  the  department  of  a  case  of  a 
young  mian  suffering  from  Brucellosis.  Cn  investigation  it  was  found 
that  he  had  been  in  lodgings  outside  the  district  but  returned  to  his 
home  in  this  district  v;hen  he  was  taken  ill.  The  milk  supplied  to  his 
lodgings  and  his  home  was  sampled  but  gave  a  negative  result.  As  he  was 
Em.ployed  at  a  Veterinary  Laboratory  it  appears  that  he  contracted 
Brucellosis  at  his  place  of  work. 
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11. 


12. 


13. 


HOUSING 


As  the  majority  of  the  unfit  houses  have  been  dealt  with 
we  have  been  re-inspecting  those  found  with  major  defects  when  the 
housing  survey  was  carried  out  in  195^  to  ascertain  their  present 
condition  in  order  to  get  the  necessary  repairs  carried  out  and  to 
encourage  the  owners  to  provide  modern  amenities  by  the  assistance 
of  an  improvement  grant. 

During  the  year  l8  houses  were  reported  to  the  Council  as  being 
unfit  for  human  habitation  and  were  dealt  with,  together  with  those 
deferred  from  last  jeq.r  as  shown  in  the  following  table: 

Houses  reported  as  being  unfit . .  ...  l8 

Demolition  Orders  made  ...  .  1 

Undertakings  cancelled  and  demolition  orders  made  ... 

Closing  Orders  made  ...  . . .  ...  9 

Undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  Demolished  ...  ...  .  l6 


o  •  •  o  • 


Number,  no  action  ...  ...  ... 

Number  pending  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 


a)  After  formal  action  ..  ... 

i)  Closing  Orders  determined  8 

ii)  Dem.olition  Orders  removed  8 

iii)  Undertakings  cancelled  6 

b)  Informal  and  voluntary  action 

Number  of  houses  inspected  ...  ... 

He— visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


22 


•  «  •  • 


20 
...  3^^ 

...  558 


Of  the  42  houses  made  fit  24  obtained  assistance  by  means 
of  a  Standard  or  Discretionary  Grant. 


CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  made  during 
the  year. 

IMFROVETiENT  GRANTS 

The  number  of  applications  received  was  73  made  up  of  42 
Standard  Grants  and  31  Discretionary  Grants. 


i 
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Standard  Grants 

Nunber  of  applications  received  . 

Number  of  applications  approved  .  ,  . 

Number  of  applications  refused  . 

Number  ponding  at  end  of  year  . 

Niaraber  of  applications  vjithdrawn . 

Number  completed  during  the  year  . 

Number  of  schemes  paid  during  the  year  .  ,  .  . 
Total  cost  of  schemes  paid  during  the  year  .  . 
Total  amount  paid  in  grants  during  the  year.  . 
Discretionary  Grants. 

N-umber  of  applications  received . 

Number  of  applications  approved  . 


42 

45  (including 
3  from  1967) 

2 

51 

53 

£24,108.8.3. 

£  9,184.13.9. 

31 

29  (incl.2  from 

1967) 


Number  of  applications  refused  ......... 

Number  of  applications  v;ithdrawn . 3 

Number  of  schemes  completed  during  the  year  .  .  10 

Total  estimated  expenditure  on  the  completed 

schemes  .  .  £12,394.15.4 
Total  expenditure  on  improvements  .  £  8,866.17.2 

Total  amount  paid  in  grants  .  . .  £  3,665.  0,0. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  for  building 

inspection  purposes  to  the  above  grants 


Foundations  ...  29 
V/ork  in  Progress  . . .  726 
Drainage  ...  100 
Completions  ...  6l 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  amenities  provided  by 
Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants  during  the  year: 


1  Hot  Water 

Supplies. 

i 

i 

1 

j  Wash  Basins 

1 

i 

1 

1 

'  Baths 

t 

1 

j 

W.Cs. 

Larders 

New 

Drainage 

System 

- 1 

1 

Sinks 

I 

58 

5 

1 

!  56 

i 

1 

1  56 

i 

J 

.7 

4l 

FT" 

! 

12  I 

1 

. 1 

14.  OFFICES  SHOPS  /uND  RillLV/AY  PREMISES  ACT  I965. 


During  the  year  I3  new  premises  vicre  registered 
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The  following  table  shows  the  different  types  of  premises 
registered:- 


REGISTRATIONS  AND 

GENER/lL  INSPECTIONS 

1 

1 

1 .  Class  of 
Premises 

! 

2.  No-  of 
premises 
registered 
during  year 

3«  Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year. 

4.  No.  of 

registered  j 
premises  1 

receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  year. 

Offices 

4 

24 

2 

Retail  shops 

8 

53 

5 

Wholesale 
shops  and 
\i?arehouses 

3 

1 

Catering  est¬ 
ablishments 
open  to  public 
Canteens. 

i 

I 

33 

'I  ! 

i 

I 

Fuel  storage 
depots 

I 

i 

! 

i 

^  I 

i 

■ 

i 

TOTAL 

1 

i 

113 

9  ' 

I 

I 

There  are  a  total  of  5'12  persons  employed  in  these  registered 
premises  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  employed 
in  the  various  types  of  premises: - 


Class  of  Workplace 

Nuir.ber  of  persons  employed. 

Offices 

149 

Retail  Shops 

144  I 

! 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

20 

I 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  Canteens. 

199 

j  Fuel  storage  depots 

j 

- 

— 

I  TOTAL 

I 

512 

A  general  inspection  was  carried  out  on  9  premises  during  the 
year  and  the  follov/ing  indicates  the  non-compliance  of  the  various 
requirements  of  the  premises  inspected. 


4. 


/ 
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15. 


Temperature  .  .....  3 

Drinking  Water  . .  -1 

Washing  facilities  ........  4 

Accommodation  for  clothes.  ....  1 

Floors  stairs  and  passages  ....  2 

Dangerous  machines  .  .  2 

Abstract  .  . . 7 

First  Aid .  5 


A  total  of  35  visits  were  made  to  premises  registered  under  the 
Act  and  it  was  found  that  16  had  carried  out  the  necessary  work  to 
comply  with  the  Act. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  1956  8c  I96I. 

Under  these  Acts  various  repairs  to  houses  are  dealt  with  as  well 


as  unsatisfactory  drainage,  water  supply,  offensive  accumulations.  The 


following  table  shows  the  work  under  this  heading 


Number  of  complaints  received  .......  84 

Number  requiring  no  action  .......  I6 

Number  of  visits . 521 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  .....  30 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with.  .  10 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  .... 
Nuiaber  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  .  1 

Number  of  verminous  premises  inspected  .  .  7 

Number  of  re-visits  to  the  latter  ....  29 

Number  of  disinfestations  carried  out.  ...  6 


Thirty-eight  of  these  complaints  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
by  interviewing  the  persons  concerned  and  the  30  informal  notices  were 
for  the  following  items 


Drainage  ...........  .  13 

Repairs  .....  .  .....  l4 

Offensive  acciimulations .  3 


NOISE 

Five  complaints  of  noise  nuisance  were  received  but  none 
warranted  formal  action  although  one  Informal  Notice  waa  sent. 

The  main  cause  of  the  complaints  v;ere  from  the  barking  of  dogs 
at  boarding  kennels,  the  noise  from  fans  at  large  poultry  houses  and  that 
created  by  lorries  leaving  a  Haulage  Contractor's  depot  in  the  early 
hours  of  the  morning. 

DRAINAGE 

I  would  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  drainage 
facilities  in  ..ylesbeqre,  Ebford,  Clyst  St,  George  and  Woodbury 
Salterton  and  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  sewerage  schem.e  for  these  places 
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is  urgently  needed. 

The  following  works  were  carried  out:- 

Prenises  connected  to  the  sewer  ...  14 

Prenises  redrained  and  septic  tanks 

provided:  ... 

Miscellaneous  drainage:  ...  24 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  closets,  38 

Thirteen  informal  notices  were  served  regarding  imsatisfactory 
drainage  systems  mainly  to  abate  nuisance  caused  by  the  effluent  from 
septic  tanks, 

16,  WATER  SUPPi^Y 

As  a  result  of  a  complaint  that  a  lady  was  suffering  from 
repeated  stomach  complaints  which  her  Doctor  had  been  treating  without 
success,  it  v/as  found  that  six  owner/occupied  houses  and  a  farm  obtained 
their  water  from  a  spring  and  this  collected  in  two  reservoirs.  Samples 
taken  from  the  taps  and  the  spring  showed  t?ie  water  to  be  unsatisfactory 
with  a  high  faecal  count,  particularly  at  times  of  heavy  rain. 

The  farmer  had  no  legal  obligation  to  provide  the  supply  nor  was 
he  prepared  to  carry  out  any  protection  of  the  source.  Notices  were 
served  on  the  seven  owners  to  provide  a  satisfactory  water  supply  and 
the  V/ater  Board  requested  to  extend  their  supply.  This  matter  was 
being  investigated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Six-monthly  water  samples  are  taken  from  a  large  Hospital  as 
the  supply  is  from  three  bore  holes  700  ft.  deep.  A  sample  was  found 
unsatisfactory  and  subsequent  sampling  of  the  bores  found  two  polluted. 
Chlorinators  were  installed  and  investigations  are  continuing  to  trace 
the  pollution. 

The  result  of  all  the  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis 
during  I968  are  tabulated  below:- 


No.  of  samples  talcen 

! 

j 

CLASS 

i 

Bore 

Land 

Spring 

Private 
well  supp¬ 
lies. 

_ 

1 

1 

Mains  j 

1 

1 

Satisfactory 

8 

3 

9 

12  ! 

Unsatisfactory 

10 

9 

16 

6  1 

1 

TOT/iL: 

18 

12 

23 

18  ' 

: 

1 

4 

.  < 
i 

\ 


\ 

* 


J 
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17. 


MOVEABLE  DVJELLINGS. 

a)  Caravans 


During  the  year  8  applications  were  received  for  site  licences 
and  were  dealt  with  as  shown  below: - 


Granted  Licences . .  .  6 

Refused  .  .  .  ,  ,  . 1 

Withdrawn  ...  1 


The  following  Table  shows  the  position  of  caravans  in  the  District 


Privately  owned 

sites. 

Residential 

i 

Holiday* 

Number  of  site  licences 
operating  as  at  31st  Dec. 1 968 

59 

15 

a)  Individual 

51 

6 

b)  Multiple  (more 

8 

9 

than  3) 

Total  number  of  caravans 

527 

591 

Number  of  contra.ventiDns  - 
section  9  (i.e, breaches  of 

I  licence  conditions) 

I 

j 

I  Number:  a)  remedied  informally 

1 

! 

1 

i 

1 

j  b)  prosecutions 

i 

1 

- 

I  c)  convictions 

I 

i - 

; 

1 

1 

The  Council  authorised  proceedings  to  be  taken  against  four 
occupiers  of  land,  but  the  caravans  were  either  removed  or  the  Site 
Licence  Conditions  complied  with  before  proceedings  could  be  taken, 

b)  Tents 

No  applications  for  licences  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936  were  received  during  the  year.  There  are  4  sites  licensed  for 
22c  tents  and  2C  visits  were  made. 

c)  Gipsies. 

The  Gipsies  are  still  living  under  very  primitive  conditions  at 
Elbiory  Lane,  Broadclyst  and  the  number  of  residents  have  increased, 
possibly  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  accommodation  on  a  permanent  site, 

A  site  was  considered  at  Pinhoe  to  which  the  local  residents 
raised  serious  objection  and  this  was  finally  abandoned.  The  National 
Trust  offered  a  site  on  land  nearby  the  encampment  and  this  was 
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receiving  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year.  I  would  again  point 
out  the  urgent  necessity  of  providing  these  families  with  a  proper  site. 

18.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  method  of  collection,  i.e.  from  the  kerbside  still  continues, 
the  use  of  the  paper  sack  system  especially  for  bungalows  and  flats  for 
elderly  persons  is  growing, but  very  slowly.  In  some  cases,  particularly 
in  the  old  peoples  bungalows,  the  sacks  are  used  as  "bin  liners"  so  the 
collectors  can  go  in  and  lift  out  the  sack  containing  the  refuse  and  one 
man  can  carry  out  more  than  one  sack  on  each  journey. 

The  whole  of  the  fleet  of  vehicles  consists  of  the  rear  loading 
compression  type  and  we  are  progressively  changing  to  the  larger 
capacity  vehicle  although  due  to  the  narrowness  of  many  lanes  in  the 
district  there  will  always  be  the  necessity  of  retaining  at  least  one 
or  two  vehicles  of  about  20  c.yds.  capacity. 

REFUSE  DISP0S.^L 

The  method  of  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  and  the  use  of 
crawler  track  machines  continues  and  very  little  trouble  is  experienced^ 

although  in  times  of  continuous  wet  weather,  as  dirring  the  autumn  and 
winter  of  this  year,  does  make  things  a  little  difficult. 

The  following  tips  were  in  use  during  the  year:- 
Exminster  -  (Trood  House  Estate).  This  site  was.  completed  during 

the  summer  and  properly  graded  and  tidied.  Unfortunately 
despite  notices  that  the  Tip  is  closed  and  that  it  is  an 
offence  under  The  Civic  Amenities  Act  196?  "to  deposit 
refuse,  persons  probably  from  the  near  vicinity  of 
Exeter  continue  to  deposit  and  periodically  we  have  to 
pick  it  up  and  convey  to  the  Ide  Tip. 

Ide  -  This  site  continues  to  be  used  for  refuse  collection 

principally  from  the  district  west  of  the  Exe  and  will 
probably  last  until  197'!  ?  in  view  of  the  fact  that  early 
in  1969  we  should  proceed  v;ith  the  site  off  Ide  Lane, 
ivlphington,  for  which  r canning  permission  has  been 
obtained.  This  will  give  this  deep  tipping  site  an 
opport-unity  to  settle  so  that  a  better  finish  can  be  made. 
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STAR CROSS  -  This  site  v/hilst  still  not  complete  and  therefore 

available  for  winter  tipping  was  not  used  during  the 
entire  winter  of  this  year  because  the  weather  was  too 
mild  and  wet  and  conducive  to  the  possibility  of  fly 
nuisance  to  surrounding  property. 

WHIMPLE  -  East  Strete  Farm.  This  site  was  commenced  in  January  and 

the  first  pond  section  which  was  estimated  to  last  for  12 
months  was  filled  in  almost  precisely  in  that  period  and 
work  is  proceeding  satisfactorily  on  the  second  section. 
This  site  is  used  for  refuse  collection  east  of  the  Exe. 
CLYST  ST.  GEORGE 

Two  further  small  sites  on  Kenniford  Farm  were  in  use 
during  the  summer  -  com.pleted,  tidied  and  graded  and  in 
future  years  make  a  small  but  satisfactory  addition  to 
the  fields  in  which  they  are  situated. 

Plant 

The  Massey  Ferguson  244’ s  still  continue  to  give  useful  service, 
one  being  stationed  on  each  principal  tip  i.e.  Ide  and  V/liimple.  The 
small  Bristol  Angledozer  is  still  filling  the  gaps  when  breakdowns  and 
maintenance  repairs  occur  to  the  other  dozers. 

LITTER  COLLECTION 

The  collection  of  litter  from  trunk  and  other  roads  throughout  the 
district  was  somewhat  hampered  because  of  labour  difficulties,  there  was 
some  slight  compensation  due  to  the  "paper  sack  system"  being  adopted  on 
Woodbury  Common  and  commencing  in  the  early  summer,  this  proving  to  be 
adequately  dealt  with  by  one  man.  Because  of  the  success  on  Woodbury 
Common  in  saving  labour  I  approached  the  Divisional  County  Siirveyor 
v/ith  the  suggestion  that  the  same  could  apply  to  litter  collection  on 
lay-bys  and  this  v/as  under  consideimtion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

General 

This  year  the  Council  wisely  decided  that  there  was  the  necessity 
for  a  Supervisor  to  control  the  day  to  dav  work  of  this  section  and 
appointed  Mr.  S.V/. Weeks  the  Senior  Driver  't®  this  position  as  from 
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1st  March  1968,  and  provided  a  Land  Rover  as  a  means  of  transportation 
to  enable  him  to  carry  out  his  duties. 

The  principal  difficulties  this  year  have  been  the  increasing 
problem  of  obtaining  suitable  labour  but  despite  this  Mr.  Weeks  has 
coped  extremely  well  by  always  being  on  the  spot  at  the  appropriate 
time  which  has  enabled  him  to  keep  the  service  running  as  smoothly 
as  possible. 

The  Land  Rover  has  proved  its  usefulness  by  pulling  vehicles  out 
of  difficult  situations  and  tewing  home  any  breakdowns. 

Despite  the  difficulties  of  the  labour  position  the  service  was 
kept  flexible  and  comparatively  fevj  complaints  v/ere  received.  This 
isamazing  as  with  the  many  changes  some  of  the  men  had  to  work  on  rounds 
of  which  they  had  little  if  any  knowledge. 

19.  CLEAN  AIR  ACT. 

Four  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  Two  Informal 
Notices  were  served  which  resulted  in  the  nuisance  from  bonfires  ceasing. 

Further  complaints  were  received  of  a  nuisance  caused  by  coal  dust 
from  a  coal  storage  depot  at  Star cross.  The  occupier  was  requested  to 
abate  the  nuisance  by  the  erection  of  suitable  bays  and  the  use  of  water 
sprays.  The  Public  Health  Committee  decided  not  to  take  formal  action 
as  the  nuisance  occurred  only  when  the  wind  was  blowing  in  a  certain 

direction,  but  would  reviev;  the  matter  in  six  months  time. 

20.  DISEASES  OF  ANBLiL-S  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1937 

The  Council  continue  to  administer  this  Order  by  delegation  from 
the  Devon  County  Council.  No  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  and 
none  cancelled.  The  number  now  in  force  is  13»  total  of  44  routine 
inspections  were  made,  and  two  premises  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
One  of  these  premises  was  reported  to  the  Committee  but  before  formal 
action  could  be  taken  he  carried  out  the  necessary  v/ork  and  generally 
improved  the  premises. 

21.  INFECTIOUS  DISEiiSES 

The  num.ber  of  visits  to  cases  of  infectious  diseases  and  food 
poisoning  are  shown  in  the  following  table:- 
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Enquiries  made  in  connection  with  cases 

of  infeotious  diseases  and  suspected 

food  poisoning,  etc.  . .  44 

Miscellaneous  infectious  disease  visits  41 

Visits  re  disinfections  ....  ....  1 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  &  Food  notified  cases 
of  calves  suffering  from  Salmonella  Dublin  at  tv/enty-one  farms. 
These  were  visited  and  the  farmers  advised  of  the  necessary 
precautions  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  to  humans.  They  were 
also  offered  facilities  to  submit  fa,ecal  samples  from  the  persons 
handling  the  calves, 

22.  AGRICULTgEE,  (SAFETY,  HR4LTH  &  WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1956, 

Five  farms  were  inspected  under  this  Act  during  the  year  and 


the  following  shows  the  present  positions 

1963  1964 

1963 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Number  of  holdings  inspected 

21 

14 

9 

10 

9 

5 

Number  satisfactory 

15 

10 

7 

9 

9 

5 

Number  unsatisfactory 

6 

3 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Number  of  notices  served 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

PREVENTION  OP  DAMilGE  BY  PESTS 

ACT, 

1949. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  annual  return  made  to  the 
Ministiy  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food  in  connection  with  Rodent 
Control ; - 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


Properties  other  than  sewers  s 

Non- 

1 

1 

Agricultural 

Agricultural  ! 

1.  a)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 
notifications 

'■ 

213 

34 

b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

172 

32 

(ii)  Mice 

35 

5 

1 

2.  a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notifications 

323 

1 

1 

I 

i 

15  s 

1 

b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

51 

7  ; 

(ii)  Mice 

3.  Number  of  re-visits  to  premises s 

652 

126 
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The  sewerage  systems  in  21  parishes  were  test  baited  and  4 
v^ere  found  infested  with  rats.  A  total  of  155  test  baits  were  laid 
at  manholes  and  I5  showed  evidence  of  infestation,  in  which  further 
treatment  was  carried  out, 

52  premises  were  treated  for  the  following  pests;— 


Plies  .... 

0  a  0  • 

9  9  9  0 

1 

Hornets  .... 

9  9  •  <> 

900a 

19 

Bees  , . , . 

•  •  •  • 

a  0  0  a 

4 

Wasps  .... 

0  0  «  a 

e  a  a  a 

16 

Ants  .... 

a  0  0  a 

0  0  9  9 

12 

24.  FACTORIES  ACT,  I96I. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  which  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
require  to  be  included  in  annual  reports  showing  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year;- 

a)  Inspections  for  p-urposes  of  provision  as  to  healths- 


1 

' 

I 

1 

Premises 

(1) 

1 

Number  ! 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
written 
Notices 

(4) 

Ocoupie.. 

1  prosecuted 

(5) 

1.  Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1,2,554  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

..  . 

5 

2 

- 

2.  Factories  not 
included  in  1  in 
which  Sec.  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

1 — 1 

- 

5.  Other  premises  in 
!  which  Sec,  7  is 

1  enforced  by  the 

1  Local  Authority 

1  ( excluding  out- 

'  workers  premises 

l 

i 

i 

1 

] 

1 

1 
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b)  Cases  in  which  defects  v/ere  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

r- .  . — 

Number  of 

defects  were  found 

cases  in  which! 

Referred . 

prosecutions  j 

Particulars. 

were  j 

Found 

Remedied. 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

instituted.  , 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Inspector. 

Inspector. 

I 

(4) 

(3) 

(6) 

V/cuat  of 
^leanliness 
(s.1 ) 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Overcrowding, 

(s.2) 

- 

- ; 

& 

Unreasonable 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Temperature . 

(S.3) 

' 

: 

. 

Sanitary  conven¬ 
iences  (S,7) 

a)  Insufficient 

b)  Unsuitable 

1 

1 

1 

i  - 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

• 

or  defective 

i  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

c)  Mot  separate 

} 

1 

i 

for  sexes. 

I 

Other  offdnces 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relate 
ing  to  out-work 

i 

1 

i 

i 

1 

1  " 

I 

I 

! 

i 

' 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

1 

i 

i 

I 

l 

! 

Total: 

i 

j 

i 

1  i 

i 

- 

\ 

i,  ■  ■■  .II 

“  i 

I 

I 

I 

c)  Outwork  (Section  133  -  13^) 


i  Section  133  Section  13^ 


Nature 

No.  of 

No,  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Notices 

Prose- 

of 

Outv/orkers 

gases  of 

prosecu- 

instanc- 

■Served 

cutionc 

V/ork. 

in  August 

default 

tions  for 

es  of 

ns 

list 

in  sending 

failure  to 

work  in 

required 

lists  to 

supply  list. 

unv;hole- 

i 

110(1)  (c) 

the  Council 

some 

premises 

1 

1 

1 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

(6)  1 

(7)  , 

— 

Cardboard  Box 
Making 

. 

t 

j 

- 

' 

-  i 

, 

i 

V/earing  apparel 
(a)  Making  etc. 

i 

1  2 

_ 

- 

~ 

— 

♦ 

V 

"  i 

J 

1 

1 

1 

- [ 

TOTAL: 
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RSPORT  OF  THE  HOUSING  OFFICER 

The  follo\ving  report  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Housing 
Officer,  Mr.  W.R.  Osborne. 

During  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  I968,  the  number 
of  persons  who  applied  for  housing  accommodation  was  194,  The  total  niimber 
on  the  register  is  433*  Many  of  these  applicants  are  not  in  urgent  need. 
The  figure  is  made  up  as  follows :- 


Persons 

over  60  years  of  age 

193 

Persons 

under  60  years  of  age 

260 

433 


During  the  year  there  were  lettings  made  up  as  follows :- 


Existing  houses  re-let  92 

New  houses  I6 

Existing  bungalows  re-let  13 

New  bungalows  37 

Existing  flats  re-let  4 

Total:  l64 


The  Warden  Service  Community  Centres  at  Woodbury  and  Lympstone 
are  operating  efficiently.  At  the  present  time  a  Warden  Service  and 
Community  Centre  with  24  bungalows  is  in  course  of  erection  at  Exminster, 
Modernisation  of  pre-war  houses  is  proceeding  satisfactorily, 
the  results  of  which  ane  much  appreciated  by  tenants. 

The  principle  of  transferring  tenants  from  under-occupied  houses 
to  bungalows  continues  with  great  success. 

Appreciation  is  extended  to  County  Welfare  and  other  departments 
for  their  assistance  with  some  of  the  many  problems  which  are  dealt  with 
over  the  year, 

W,  R,  Osborne, 

Housing  Officer, 
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